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September 7, 2011
Hello Local 137 Members,

I thought it might be a good idea to send out regular bulletins to the membership.  We can talk about things going on around our picket lines, messages from the Bargaining Team, housekeeping items, etc.   If you have any ideas for the Local 137 Bulletin, please email them to me directly at nazbinck@hotmail.com.  I will apologize in advance, as the Bulletins might not be pretty... my focus will be on getting the info out to you.  Please circulate the hard copies to others in your picket group, so everyone is updated.
Cheers & Solidarity,
Naz Binck 
Mobilizer - Local 137
Message from the Bargaining Team...

Hi everyone, hope everything is going well. I’ve heard/seen a couple of rumours that you may be asked about.

The first rumour is that we walked away from the table…..the truth, they stopped negotiating by saying “they weren’t going any further”

The second rumour is that we are unwilling to return to the table….the truth, we’ve said all along that we would return to the table anytime or place to bargain.  No talks currently scheduled.

Keep up the great work out there, stay safe and stay strong.
PAY INFO

Pay week will be Thursday to Wednesday, as it is based on the first day of picket duty.

Pay Day will be on Fridays, and we will get paid weekly.  

South Campus cheques must be picked up in person at the Huron Line Headquarters (trailer).  
Mary Beth will advise Chatham members of cheque pick-up arrangements directly.

SCCA will be advised directly by Ann Peltier as to cheque distribution arrangements.
Strike Pay is as follows:

	
	Member
	Each Dependent

	Weeks 1-3 Daily Max
	$30
	$4.80

	Weeks 1-3 Weekly Max
	$150
	$24

	Weeks 4+ Daily Max
	$48
	$4.80

	Weeks 4+ Weekly Max
	$240
	$24



NOTE:  Only members who have completed 3 weeks of picket duty are entitled to an increase in strike pay.

Solidarity Messages

Our OPSEU Sisters & Brothers at Canadian Blood Services sent us an email stating they will be respecting our picket lines and not conducting any donor clinics in Region 1 (that’s us... South-Western Ontario).  This includes St. Clair College, Fanshawe, and Lambton.  
We have also received messages of Solidarity in person, via voice mail, etc. from numerous others who have honoured our picket lines.... Canada Post, Transit Windsor, Veteran’s Cab, Ministry of Labour, Fire Inspectors to name only a few.  
We are also grateful to have had Brothers Gino Franche and Ron Elliot, our OPSEU Executive Board Members for Region 1, visit our picket lines, and talk to our members.  Brother Gino was in Chatham with our members on Day 1 of the strike, helping Mary Beth and our Chatham Team on the line, talking to the students.
Mobilizer Teleconference Call

Mary Beth and I have been participating in weekly Mobilizer Teleconference Calls on our lunch hours on Wednesdays.  These have been useful as they have allowed us to keep in touch with other colleges during the entire bargaining process, and now that the Mobilizer Facebook group has been opened up to the membership, it has grown to over 500 and continues to grow.  Here are the highlights from today’s mobilizer teleconference call:

· Facebook Group – great tool for members to hear what is happening at other colleges, as I was just mentioning above.  However, we need to be aware that the employers have access to this information, and that it can be used against us down the line, so be careful what you post.  

· No talks scheduled currently.  Our team will go back when management is ready to talk.

· OPSEU will provide us with regular bulletins.  I will email out and distribute a few hard copies to the picket lines.  Please circulate and ensure everyone in your group sees the updates.  I will do the same with these Local Bulletins.

· There will be a Strike Bulletin coming out later today from OPSEU.  I will forward it.

Info from the Picket Lines 
· Parking: Those members picketing at Windsor South can start accessing Student Lot "V" at all times again (until the College advises us otherwise).
· Members at the #3 entrance tried a new picketing strategy this morning. They "goosed" people who crossed the line. You will know that the pond at the front of the College draws many types of birds. Well this morning there was quite a gathering of geese and at one point they decided to form a long single-file line and walk across the road, thus stopping vehicles which had just crossed our lines. It was quite comical to watch the stop/start action of vehicles as they tried to determine if there was a gap between the birds that they could drive through. And maybe being wet and cold made it even more comical....but we were all definitely on the side of the geese. 
· Members at the SCCCA Campus were treated to something different today. A great lakes cruise ship (Columbus) was dock in Windsor across from the campus right beside two HMCS minesweepers (Shawinigand and Summerside). The cruise ship only docks here about every 4 or 5 years. Additionally, the US Coast Guard was running some exercises with one of their ships, a barge and a helicopter....none of the picketers were seriously injured during this exercise....but I think they may have all wanted a ride on the cruise ship. 
· There was also a large Canadian Armed Forces recruiting bus at the riverfront. I asked if we could borrow the bus to use as a strike trailer for a day. They didn't say "yes"............... but then again, they didn't say "no" either. 
· This of course does not top the night our midnight shift on Cabana Road saw deer crossing the college property.







